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Agenda
1. Parent survey
2. New values
3. Items raised through class reps

In attendance
Mark Cook	Faye Davies	Grace Smith    Lauren Collins

	School Updates
	New Values
Parents were sent out a questionnaire to give their views on updating our school values. We received 6 responses to the survey. These views were fed into the feedback which was received from children, staff and governors. The new values have been launched and children have been engaging with them during the school day. 

Parent survey – Class reps to highlight surveys/important emails on class WhatsApp groups. 
Parent reps agreed to share important information via their class ‘non-reply’ WhatsApp group. This will ensure that all parents are reminded of key information. 

You Said/We Did survey
Outcomes from previous survey were shared and discussed. The feedback from the survey will be sent out to all parents next week. 

	Reception
	Play Jail in the playground: there are loose nails and pieces of wood coming away. Will this play jail be fixed or replaced? Has it passed the necessary standards to be in the school playground?
Hoping to repair, if not we will have to dispose of it. It is regularly being monitored. 

School trip: Really liked the letter format, it was very clear and easy to read.
Thankyou!

Who answers the phone at lunchtimes?

We have a team of trained Year 6 office monitors who answer the phone and carry out small admin tasks. There is always an adult in the background to monitor these tasks and to speak to any parent if needed. We view this as an important part of our Year 6 development.

	Year 1
	Please can we use card, scopay or bank transfer when purchasing school uniform from the office?
Currently we do not have this facility however, the school is moving to a new finance system which hopefully will enable this. 

Please can we use Spelling Shed for spelling in Y1?
To provide progression from Reception, this is put in place from the summer of year 1. Login information will be sent out at the start of the summer term. 


	Year 2
	Parking
We have reported to local police but have not heard anything. We have also made contact with local PCSO who we are waiting to drop in on us.
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Alleviate drop off. Bring back walking bus
We currently do not have the staff capacity to reinstate this however we would support a group of parents who would be willing to help reinstate this initiative. 

Drink breaks - lots of water bottles coming home full, can they have a group drink break if it’s too much disruption for them to get a drink when they want one
Children are all told at break time, after break and after lunch to drink from their bottles. If bottles are empty they can also refill them.

Marvellous me notifications about homework/spellings.
We will take this back to staff

Explanation of house points / badge system
Newsletter- June 2023- House Groups and House Point Badges
All children within the school are allocated a House Group. We have four groups - Air,Water, Earth and Fire. Throughout the year there are a number of competitions and events in which the house teams work together. This has been a fantasic way to mix the year groups and enable children to work together as a team. The House Groups are expertly led by our House Captains. The House Captains are year 6 children who are elected by the rest of their house team at the start of the year. 
House points are awarded for numerous reasons, such as showing kindness, teamwork, producing a fantastic piece of work or making valuable contributions in class. Any staff member is able to award house points. Every Friday we hold a House point Assembly. During this assembly the children sit in house teams and if they have reached a specified milestone, they are awarded a coloured badge. The children should wear this badge with pride until they awarded their next colour.

Allocation of bus spaces
Parents can contact the office at the start of the week to book their child on the bus. Those children in breakfast and afterschool club get priority.

Marvellous Me only being used for Admin, not for what the kids have been up to
Due to financial constraints we have not been able to buy tablets, we are nearly at the point of having the finance to do this.

Can uniform be paid for via scopay/card
Currently we do not have this facility however, the school is moving to a new finance system which hopefully will enable this. 
 

	Year 3
	Could the school provide a recommended reading list at the start of each year (for all year groups)?
A book list will be added to each classes page on the school website. Please see attached link. 
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/category/reading-lists-for-primary-school-pupils/ 

Is year 3 going on a summer term trip to the sea life centre?
No, the transition booklet in July give possibilities of trips , however are not confirmed due to possible topic changes, availability, costs, staffing and other opportunities that may arise. 

Could you please ask if there’s a doc explaining the House points system ie Sequence of badge colours, what are house points awarded for?  When are badges given?
House Groups and House Point Badges
All children within the school are allocated a House Group. We have four groups - Air, Water, Earth and Fire. Throughout the year there are a number of competitions and events in which the house teams work together. This has been a fantastic way to mix the year groups and enable children to work together as a team. The House Groups are expertly led by our House Captains. The House Captains are year 6 children who are elected by the rest of their house team at the start of the year. 
House points are awarded for numerous reasons, such as showing kindness, teamwork, producing a fantastic piece of work or making valuable contributions in class. Any staff member is able to award house points. Every Friday we hold a House point Assembly. During this assembly the children sit in house teams and if they have reached a specified milestone, they are awarded a coloured badge. The children should wear this badge with pride until they awarded their next colour.

Will the class pages with photos will be reinstated? 
We currently have class pages on the school website. These are provided to give key information. Pictures on the class pages will not be reinstated, as an alternative we will be creating a new page ‘A year in the life of Dormansland School’. 

	Year 4
	School Instagram account- used to blur photos but now doesn’t - given we’re not allowed to share pics of the kids in our whatsapp groups, the kids faces should be blurred on insta, or explicit consent from parents to show their kids on insta.
Pictures were blurred until we had all updated photo permission forms returned. Parents signed to say that they agreed for their child to be included in the Summer/Autumn term 2023. It was becoming unwieldly for staff to manage different permissions. The Instagram account is private, therefore people have to request to follow. Currently 88 people follow the account, rather than pictures on the website which are accessible by the entire web.

Emails being answered.
We have had issues with parent’s email addresses, where some emails ‘bounce back’ we only receive the error message after 24hrs. All other emails are responded to with a thumbs up acknowledgement. If you do not receive this acknowledgement, please contact the school office. 

	Year 5
	

	Year 6
	Are there any other options for location for the Y6 production?
We have looked into a variety of options and the only viable location is to hold it in the school hall. We are looking into making this as memorable as possible for the children. We are open to any ideas of viable locations for us to consider.

How will refunds for people who have overpaid be processed?
We are still in discussion with Windmill Hill regarding the refund, however are aware that it will be a nominal amount as mentioned in previous letter. We were also led to believe that the new arrangements would include lunch provision, however it now does not. Collection of refund will be communicated via the school office. 

UPDATE –Following this meeting, on arrival at the residential centre, the children were in receipt of a hot meal. This had not been communicated to us effectively by the centre. As you can see from the minutes above, communication from PGL has not been overly effective.  
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